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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Kerry Kennard attended Wright State Univer-
sity and then transferred to Belmont University
to receive a Bachelors of Music in Percussion
Performance. He also holds a Masters of Music
from Eastern Kentucky University. Kennard
studied at the Eastman School of Music to learn
creative music making, Gamelan performance,
and African drum studies. Lastly, he attended
the University of Dayton for percussion, music

technology, and world music and the Samba
School in Salvador/Rio, Brazil, for samba studies.

Kerry has been performing since 1984 for theatre
shows, bands for rock, jazz, rhythm and blues,
the circus, swing bands, the American Entertain-
ment Productions show band, and the Holland
America Cruise Line.

PROGRAM NOTES

The Next Star offers a versatile performance
package to the school percussion ensemble. The
work may be used with drum lines or Winter
Guard ensembles by using standard marching

percussion instruments or by indoor ensembles
using one player on the snare drum, tenor toms,
and tonal bass drum parts.

PERFORMANCE SUGGESTIONS

Some rudimentary 3-mallet technique is required
from the xylophone, vibraphone, and marimba
players. Rolls are not used anywhere except for
two notes in the xylophone part. Dynamics are

extremely important to the overall performance
and must be rehearsed with care. Conductors will
need to balance the ensemble carefully so that all
parts are heard clearly.
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